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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 


To the Citizens of Natick: 


On the fourteenth of April occurred the death of Miss Partridge, 
who had served the Morse Institute, first as assistant and then as 
librarian, for fifty-three years. The following tribute to her char- 
acter and work was adopted and published by the Trustees at that 
time. 

“Whereas, in the recent death of our Librarian, Miss 

Mira R. Partridge, the Morse Institute and the Town of 

Natick have lost a faithful and highly esteemed public ser- 

vant, be it resolved: 

“That the Trustees of the Institute hereby express their 
deep appreciation of her fine character, enthusiastic devotion 

to her life work and constant endeavor to extend the useful- 

ness of the library to the townspeople and to the schools. 

Her fifty-three years of untiring and efficient service have 

contributed much to the growth and improvement of the 

Town’s library.” 


During the serious illness of Miss Partridge, Mrs. Ada C. Adams 
was appointed Acting Librarian. She had joined the library staff 
twelve years ago as assistant cataloguer, bringing high recommenda- 
tions from officials of the Western Reserve University Library in 
Cleveland and of the Massachusetts State Library Commission. In 
view of her efficient and satisfactory administration as Acting Libra- 
rian, she was promoted on November first, by unanimous vote of the 
Trustees, to the office of Librarian. 


The usefulness of the Library to the people of Natick keeps on 
growing, as measured roughly by the number of books taken out 
for home and school use. That number, in 1937, was 134,402, or an 
average of about ten volumes for every man, woman and child in the 
town. This was the largest circulation for any year in the history 
of the library, surpassing the 1936 record by 9,838. 


The gain was largely due to the opening of branch delivery 
stations for books at the school houses in East Natick and North 
Natick. This plan was started by the Librarian in June and was car- 
ried out during the rest of the year by the assistants with the help 
of the school janitors. The steady increase in the number of books 
called for at the branch stations, amounting to 6,756 at the end of the 
year, testifies to the growing popularity of the new service. 


Besides the increase in circulation through the branches, the 
number of books delivered from the central library also showed an 
increase of 3,082. 


The handling of the large additional circulation, both at the 
branches and the central library, without any addition to the work- 
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ing force, but on the contrary with one less assistant than formerly, 
is a testimonial to the efficient management of the Librarian and to 
the hearty co-operation of her assistants. It has been accomplished 
by a rearrangement of work and hours, with the cheerful compliance 
of all employees. 


The Trustees hereby call attention to the excellent report of the 
Librarian which follows, and which has been adopted as a part of our 
report, together with that of the Treasurer. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALOYSIUS J. DOON, 
WILLIAM R. BIGELOW, 
JOHN W. BRENNAN, 
ARTHUR W. ROBINSON, 
HORACE By GALE, 
Trustees of the Morse Institute. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN 


To the Trustees of the Morse Institute: 


The year 1937 was saddened by the death of Miss Mira R. Part- 
ridge who had given fifty-three years of service to the library and the 
people of Natick. In 1901, having then been on the staff for sixteen 
years she was appointed librarian. Through her wisdom and devo- 
tion she placed the library among the foremost in the State. For 
the last three years she had been far from well, and had twice been 
in the hospital. Eventually her death came rather suddenly on 
April 14th. 


It was with the utmost trepidation that I took up the task that 
she had relinquished. But with the aid and encouragement of the 
Trustees, and the loyal support of our well-trained staff, I am able 
to report that the work has progressed much as usual. 


On the first of November we lost, through marriage, one of our 
most popular assistants, Miss Marguerite Taylor, who had been 
with us since July, 1929. Miss Doris Stevens, a graduate of Damon 
Hall Junior College, who had served a two-year apprenticeship at the 
Newton Public Library, was appointed to the place left vacant by 
Miss Taylor. 


Our records show a gratifying increase in the number of books 
circulated this year, due probably to many contributing causes. Un- 
employment may be one grim reason, the decline of the knitting 
craze another, but the most obvious of all is the opening of our 
branches. 


Although only a small town from the standpoint of population, 
we have spread ourselves over several square miles, which means 
that many of the people, particularly the children, find it too far to 
get to the centre of the town for their books. For years East Natick 
has been asking for a branch library. It seemed a request impossible 
to grant because of the expense involved. Yet it was true that the 
Fast Natick and North Natick children were cut off from all library 
facilities by the Worcester turnpike almost as effectually as by 
river. : 


Then came the idea that “a half loaf might be better than 
none.” We consulted with Mr. Hall, Superintendent of Schools, and 
it was decided to try a one-day branch in both the East Natick and 
North Natick schools. Mr. Hall provided the use of the large recre- 
ation room at the East Natick school every Friday, and the use of 
the North Natick school every Monday. Each Friday one of the 
assistants carries about three hundred books to the East Natick 
school and is on duty there from three until eight o’clock, when, as 
arranged by Mr. Hall, the janitor puts her boxes of books back into 
her car, ready for the return trip to the main library. The same 
procedure is carried out for North Natick on Mondays. 
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At first the scholars were almost our only patrons, but it was 
not long before the adults realized that they also could find some 
worth while books at the school. Now, judging by the number of 
books and magazines reserved each week, we feel that we are meet- 
ing a very real need. Still it is an interesting fact that after seven 
months two-thirds of the books given out at the branches are to the 
children, while at the main library it is in inverse ratio—the adults 
take the two-thirds share 


Our branch circulation increased from 750 the first month, to its 
peak, 1,298 in November; the total circulation for the seven months 
ee 6,756. We are inclined to feel that the figures speak for them- 
selves. 


Books are also taken every Wednesday morning to the Junior 
High School for distribution to the scholars of the seventh, eighth, 
and ninth grades. It was these Wednesday trips that suggested the 
more extended ones to North and East Natick. On Wednesdays 
there are only about sixty books charged out, but for the short time 
allotted us it is necessary to have two librarians in attendance. 
Twenty-eight book deposits are sent every six weeks by the Young 
People’s Department to the grade schools for use in the class room. 


As a special Book Week feature the librarians from the Young 
People’s Department visited all of the grammar schools, giving 
stories suitable to the various grades. New books were on exhibition 
at the library, and the jackets from these books were displayed at 
the Junior High School by the Book Club. But the high light of the 
week was the coming of Mrs. Sina F. Waterhouse, with her “Seeing 
Eye” dog, Peppy, to tell the children about the “Seeing Eye” organ- 
ization and the helpfulness of the dogs. Mr. Hall had kindly allowed 
us the use of the High School and the children’s response to the 
invitation was overwhelming. 


We can give an account of the number of books “charged out” 
in definite figures, but there is no way to show the value of» the 
library to the community in other directions. 


Reference material and its use is one very important branch of 
a library’s work. This last year, in order to keep up with the grow- 
ing need for material on vocational training we consulted with Mr. 
Hall and Mr. Hill, Principal of the High School, and were advised 
to put a set of career monographs in our reference room. The set 
we purchased is published by The Institute for Research, and com- 
prises eighty-two monographs, ranging alphabetically from “Account- 
ancy” to “Women’s Apparel-Shop Management.” We all feel that 
these will be an invaluable help in giving the young people insight 
into the fields of endeavor open to them, and the training necessary 
for the different lines of work. But their usefulness need not be 
confined to the scholars. Older people who are not entirely satisfied 
with what they are doing may through the perusal of these booklets 
find new opportunities along congenial lines. 


We are doing what we can on a pamphlet file, though at present 
we are limited by time, space and money. Still we have made a 
beginning on what we consider one of the important tools of our 
trade. Free or inexpensive pamphlets often give the most up-to-date 
information on technical subjects—subjects on which we might not 
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feel justified in buying books, yet on which we should like to have 
some reliable material for the occasional patron. The State college 
sends us agricultural and domestic science bulletins without charge, 
and the government at Washington sends us among other subjects, 
labor statistics. We also buy some of those advertised. 


Large libraries keep a strict account of all reference books used 
and reference questions answered. That would be an impossibility 
for us, and does not seem to be necessary. If we can make the people 
of Natick feel that we are here to help them to the extent of our 
ability and that we have good material to supply their mental and 
spiritual needs we are sure that we shall have filled acceptably our 
place in the town’s activities. When a mother says to us, “It is won- 
derful to have the branch. We live so far from here that my little 
girl has never before been able to come to the library. Now she can 
pick out her books every week”, we feel that such a remark is worth 
more than any statistics. One mother made the effort to get to the 
main library because she wanted a technical book. She had not 
realized that she could telephone to us and the book would be 
brought to her with the regular collection. Evidently we had not’ 
advertised that service quite enough—a fault common to most 
libraries. 


Magazines as they come from the publishers are’ much more 
attractive than in dark library covers. So we decided to try putting 
them on the table for the use of the public in their own colorful 
jackets. Their increased use seems to have justified the experiment. 
Another attractive feature is the display of posters made by the 
Senior High School students in Miss Ratsey’s art class. These 
posters bring to the attention of the public groups of books on 
interesting subjects. 


We are -very much indebted to Miss Florence Bearce, Mr. 
Charles Emery, Miss Rina Haggett, Mrs. Dudley Harmon, Mr. 
Marshall Hoyt, Miss Mary Latour, Miss Myrtle Markham, Miss Edith 
True, Miss Lois Wanececk and Mr. Daniel Wight for books pre- 
sented to the library. In the Young People’s Library “Realms of 
Gold in Children’s books” and “Five Years of Children’s Books” 
were added from the Herbert Billings Rose fund. 


_Mr. and Mrs. Daniel H. Wight, cousins of Miss Lucy Ellen 
Wight have again given us the Natick Bulletin of the past year, for 
binding, thereby continuing Miss Wight’s thoughtful custom. 


The “Advance” and the “Missionary Herald” are given us by 
Miss Bertha Randall, “America” by the Catholic Woman’s Club, 
“The Lamp” by Mrs. Margaret McCrudden, and “The Spirit of 
Missions” by the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Episcopal Church. Mr. 
T. A. Hurd brings us “Mechanics and Handicraft” every month. 


Other gifts of papers and periodicals are the “Algonquin Trail”, 
“Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine”, “Elks”, “Middle- 
sex County Bulletin”, “National News of the American Legion Aux- 
iliary”, “New England Poultryman”, “Rotarian”, “Rosicrusian Digest”, 
“Life and Health’, and “National Humane Review’, from their 
organizations and publishers. 


The Natick Bulletin and Natick Herald came regularly and the 
Sauget have very kindly printed the Library Column and all items 
sent them. 


_ More book marks from G. E. Gordon, George C. Watson, and 
Miss Mabel Burleigh were given us this year and are as popular as 
ever. 


The following people have given so many flowers during the 
spring and summer that there were always some on the desk: Mrs. 
Esther Bartlett, Mrs. Mary Brooks, Mr. Charles Emery, Mrs. Lucy 
Forbes, Mrs. Nettie Hurd, The Maria Hayes Home, Mr. John 
McCarthy, Mr. John A. Murphy, Mrs. Frank Pulsifer, Mrs. W. W. 
Smith, Mrs. Howard Snow, Mrs. Hilda Sweet, Mrs. Rachel Wheeler. 


: We are also grateful to Chief Evans and his officers for various 
avors. 


Miss Ellen Ware Fiske presented the library with a framed 
photograph of Abner Morse, who, in 1853, compiled the Morse 
Genealogy; and of the Morse Monument, placed in the ancient Med- 
field cemetery in 1858. She also has given us a letter of Abner Morse 
relative to the monument. 


By the terms of Miss Partridge’s will we received her books 
and music, of which some have already been catalogued and put on 
the shelves. 


With the help of the ladies of the Congregational Church, who 
served us a delicious luncheon, the library entertained the Charles 
River Library club on March 30th. Miss Partridge, who had super- 
vised the planning of the meeting, was stricken by what proved to 
be her last illness and was unable to attend. 


The appearance and comfort of the office are enhanced by a 
new typewriter desk and chair. A buzzer which has recently been 
installed from the charging desk to the office, adds considerably to 
the efficiency of the work done. 


To the Trustees, the staff and the janitor I extend my sincere 
gratitude for their support and co-operation during this period of 
transition. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ADA C. ADAMS, 


Librarian. 
STATISTICS OF THEADULT LIBRARY 
ACCESSIONS, CIRCULATION, E/rc. 

Number of volumes added by purchase 1,092 
Number of volumes added by binding 43 
Number of volumes added by gift 51 
Number of volumes added from Duplicate Pay Collection 134 
Number of volumes withdrawn 34 
Number of volumes in the Library, January 1, 1938 40,900 
Number of volumes delivered for home and school use 89,768 
Number of volumes rebound 246 
Number of volumes repaired at the Library 30,130 
Number of days the Library was open 303 
Total number of borrowers Popes 
New cards issued and reregistered 625 
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CLASSIFICATION STATEMENT OF CIRCULATION 


ARCHES Books Loaned 
General works and periodicals 1,917 
Philosophy 966 
Religion 7al 
Sociology 2,454 
Philology 201 
Natural science 1,189 
Useful arts 2,824 
Fine arts 2,741 
Literature 2,801 
Fiction 63,559 
History 1.522 
Travel 2,599 
Duplicate Pay Collection 2,972 
Biography ~ 3,292 

89,768 


STATISTICS OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIBRARY 


ACCESSIONS, CIRCULATION, Evrc. 


Number of volumes added by purchase 697 
Number of volumes added by gift 8 
Number of volumes withdrawn 459 
Number of volumes in the library, January 1, 1938 5,968 
Number of volumes rebound 267 
Number of volumes repaired at Library 34,632 
Number of volumes delivered for home use 32,133 
Number of volumes delivered for school use 12,501 
Number of days the library was open 303 
CLASSIFICATION STATEMENT OF CIRCULATION 

Class Books Loaned 
Fiction 14,449 
Biography 756 
Easy books 1,594 
Philosophy Sif 
Religion 197 
Sociology 16,440 
Philology 28 
Science 3,185 
Useful arts 1,641 
Fine arts 944 
Literature 1,293 
Travel 2,668 
History 1,402 
44,634 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
for the year 1937 


GENERAL BOOK FUND 


INCOME 
Balance, cash on hand; January 1.1937 $28.64 
Income from bonds 418.33 
Dividends on stocks 134.50 
Interest on mortgages 427.50 
Appropriations from Special Funds 950.00 
Duplicate rental collection 257 
Fine money 471.82 
Books sold 16.52 
Refunds 4.00 
| —__§_—— $2,708.42 
EXPENDITURES 
Purchase of books $2,100.75 
Binding of books ~ 78.64 
Magazines 11.50 
Transportation of books to Branches 61.00 
Printing 8.25 
Repairs ; 23.78 
Librarians’ Meeting PAD 
Library and office supplies,. postage, express, etc. 222.44 
$2,528.06 
Balance, cash on hand, December 31, 1937 180.36 
$2,708.42 
GENERAL BOOK FUND INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 
RECEIPTS 
Bonds called $2,040.00 
EXPENDITURES 
Securities purchased $1,990.25 
Deposits in Savings Bank 5 


49.7 
——— $2,040.00 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIBRARY, JOHN O. WILSON FUND 


INCOME 
Balance, cash on hand, January 1, 1937 $121.83 
Income on bonds 183.97 
Interest on Savings Bank deposit 17.68 
Interest on Herbert Billings Rose Fund 6.64 
Appropriations from Special Funds 200.00 
Fine money 139.53 


Book sold 
$670.99 
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EXPENDITURES 


Purchase of books $541.11 
Purchase of pictures 14.45 
“Seeing Eye” lecture 5.00 
Book plate 8.75 
Library supplies, postage, express, etc. 24.63 

$593.94 


Balance, cash on hand, December 31, 1937 77.05 
——— $670.99 


JOHN O. WILSON FUND, INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


INCOME 
Bond sold, ($100 par) $107.96 
Rights sold 2 
$110.84 
EXPENDITURES 
Deposited in Savings Bank | $110.84 
HERBERT BILLINGS ROSE FUND 
Income on Savings Bank Deposit, ($220) $6.64 
Appropriated to Young People’s Library Account . 
for purchase of reference books $6.64 
BUILDING IMPROVEMENT FUND 
INCOME 
Balance, cash on hand, January 1, 1937 $437.13 
EXPENDITURES | 
Painting Reading, Reference and Delivery room 
at Library $118.00 
Packing cases for transporting books to Branches 45.50 
Desk and office chair 49.00 
$212.50 
Balance, cash on hand, December 31, 1937 224.63 
——$§_—— $437.13 
GENERAL FUND RESERVE 
INCOME 
Balance, on hand January 1, 1937 $470.32 
Balance on re-investment of securities 36.00 
Balance on re-investment of securities 13.00 
Interest on Savings Bank deposit 14.76 
Balance, on hand December 31, 1937 $534.83 


12 


SPECIAL FUNDS ACCOUNT 


Blanche G. Harwood Fund 
Nellie L. Leamy Fund 


Income Account 

Balance, cash on hand, January 1, 1937 $467.97 

RECEIPTS 

Harwood Fund 

Interest on bonds $620.00 
Dividends on stocks 161.00 
Savings Banks interest 112.25 
—_—$§— $893.25 
Leamy Fund 
Interest on bonds $185.00 
Dividends on stocks 148.75 
Savings Banks interest 70.00 

403.75 
1,297.00 


$1,764.97 


EXPENDITURES 


Appropriated to General Library Account $950.00 
Appropriated to Petty Cash Account 28.56 
Appropriated to Young People’s Library Account 200.00 rarer 


Balance, cash on hand, December 31, 1937 $586.41 


Investment Account 


RECEIPTS 


Bond called $1,050.00 
Withdrawal from Savings Bank 110.00 
——— $1,160.00 


Securities purchased $1,160.00 
Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR W. ROBINSON, 


Treasurer. 


Examined and found correct, 
WILLIAM REED BIGELOW, Auditor for Trustees. 
THOMAS J. SHEA, Town Accountant. 
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